Experience with protective isolation for infection prevention in the compromised host.
Ten years of experience with protective isolation of compromised patients was analyzed. The total number of patients was 191 including 116 patients with leukemia. Isolation could significantly prevent exogenous infections such as pneumonia, and prophylactic antibiotic regimens consisting of vancomycin and other nonabsorbable antibiotics could reduce the onset of endogenous infections such as sepsis. Elimination of serious and fatal infections by isolation together with prophylactic antibiotics increased the chances of remission or long-term survival for cases of hematological malignancies, solid tumor and bone marrow transplantation.